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Course Overview

Reading Lab is an 18-week course that focuses on improving reading skills to help students in core English courses.

Course Learning Standards

The English curriculum in the Charlotte School District is aligned with the Common Core English Standards. By taking and passing this class, these standards and benchmarks will be addressed and studied. Throughout the class, each student will be tracking his/her progress on each of the standards and keeping this information in his/her student folders. These standards are also what you will be graded on, looking at your progress throughout the semester.

Standard One- Plot Diagram and Elements of a SS (including lit. terms)

* Character Study


* Literary Term Analysis and Usage

Standard Two- Vocabulary 

Standard Three- Prediction, Visualization, and Connection 

Standard Four- Main Idea and Author’s Purpose 

* Synthesizing

* Questioning
* Inferencing

* Drawing Conclusions
Standard Five- Test Prep Strategies 

Standard Six- Book Talk

Standard Seven- Figurative Language 

Standard Eight- Textbook Features (graphs, maps, etc.)  

Standard Nine- Test Prep (Science and Social Studies) 

Standard Ten- Textbook and Non-Fiction Text Navigation 

* Annotation
* Summarizing
Units of Study

Our units of study will revolve around the course learning standards.  Each unit will begin with a pre-test to gauge the student’s previous knowledge.  Then, over the course of the unit, students will engage in activities created to improve knowledge and performance on the standard.  At the end of a unit, each student will take a post-test to prove learning and knowledge of the standard.

Course Expectations

· Be prepared. Come to class with all materials every day. 

· Be kind. Hateful speech, put-downs, derogatory comments, etc., will not be tolerated.

· Be respectful. Respect yourself, everyone in our class, and personal/school property. Respect yourself by producing the highest quality work of which you are capable; the work should exhibit your true learning and knowledge.

· Communicate. Let me know (in advance!) when you need help or have questions.

· Participate.  Our different talents and personalities allow us to contribute to our class in many different ways.  Make your contribution count.

· Follow the handbook. All school policies regarding absences, tardies, and student code of conduct will be enforced.

Grading

This course is a credit/no credit course.  In order to receive credit, you must prove you are at or above a 2.5 proficiency level on ALL of the course standards.  This must be done by the end of the term to receive credit.  Proving this knowledge will be done by completing a post-test, given to you during class.  You will have the opportunity to retake test to prove that your knowledge has improved, if necessary.

Absences and Make-up Work

· Obtaining/understanding make-up work should in NO WAY disrupt class time.  Please double check with your fellow classmates and the absence folders before talking with me to double check that you have everything you missed.

· Material missed during an absence must be made up promptly and is the responsibility of the student!  

· You are allowed one day for each day absent to complete missed assignments, unless other arrangements are made beforehand. 

iPad Policy

iPads offer a tremendous opportunity for students to learn material in new ways and for the school to offer instruction using 21st century skills and methods.  They are an instructional tool that should be used to their maximum benefit.  Please keep in mind that students should be using this to benefit their academic performance, not for entertainment purposes.  For that reason, the following guidelines are in place for using iPads within my classroom:

iPads are to be used ONLY when instructed or by special permission.  This means that unless we are using iPads as a class, they should be in your bags or flipped upside down on your desk.  If you use your iPad inappropriately, I will keep it in my possession until the end of the class period.

Assignment/Absent Boxes

In our room, there is an assignment box for each class where all of the extra handouts are placed after being passed out to the class.  Please do your best to see what you missed by asking your fellow classmates and checking the student table.  This is where you will find the weekly agendas, which I will place in the binder in the front of the box.

Supplies
-iPad – this will be used daily!  Please be sure that it is charged and ready to go!

-Bring writing utensils to class every day.  

- Sinent Reading Book- Every day, you will be given 20-25 minutes to read your silent reading book. If your book is not in class, you will lose points for that day’s reading.

Extra Help

Extra help may be scheduled after school; we are not available before school (unless by appointment) or during lunch.  You can also use Homework Café to get help from tutors during lunch!  Please ask questions if you are not certain about an assignment or anything discussed during class.  We are more than willing to help you, but we can’t do so unless you ask!

Extra bits of information

· Drinks and food are welcome in the room.  However, if this becomes a distraction or creates a mess, we reserve the right to change this.  
· You are expected to use the facilities before class, but we also understand that this is not always possible.  We will allow bathroom breaks if we are asked at the appropriate time, and if they are not abused.  

· Our class starts on time.  I mark a student tardy if he/she enters the room past the beginning of class (i.e. the bell).  You will be marked tardy if you are not in my classroom when the bell rings!  

· Plagiarism is absolutely not acceptable in this classroom or any other at CHS.  The consequences for cheating or plagiarism are outlined in the school handbook.  We only give credit for a student’s original work.

· Cell phones are NOT to be used in the classroom.  IfweI see them being used in any way, they will be taken to the office, and you can retrieve them after school.  This is your warning!!

Classroom Library

We encourage reading, especially as it is our main focus!  Parents and guardians should be aware that we have a classroom library containing high-interest books appropriate for teens.  While the curriculum does not focus on these books, we will not discourage students from taking advantage of my library.  

Accommodations

We will provide all students with accommodations according to their individual learning styles, progress, etc.  However it is the responsibility of the student to let us know ahead of time when he/she could benefit from other specific accommodations.
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