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Personification Through the Years |

The anteater vacuumed up the ants jone‘ byvone untrl none of them vrere left.
You can create a detailed image in your mlnd by readlng thls sentence but your braln
doesn’t see an anteater stand up and Iegrtlmately vacuum Ilke a human would Instead
it recognizes that the sentence is an exampte of the hterary term personlflcatlon When
you read and come across an animal or Objth that |s grven human charactenstlcs that
is a form of personification. In the past,. US seminat documents have shown the use of

Aexds s
personification throughout their content. The artlcles “‘I Want to be Nluss .‘Amenca

“Spirit of Liberty”, and “Address to Students at Moscow State Umversuty 'prove thls

statement true.

Amerlca)‘, written by a Domlnlcan named Julra AIv‘ ez It’s her] memorr"{a 'ou 'when she

Americans. “They stood, ffty puzzle ;“preces formlng:the pretty face of Amenca

(Alvarez). The author is usmg puzzle preces to descrrbe how each contestant flts into
the puzzle of America. This article also rncludes another exlample of personlfrcatlon

“We had long lives ahead of us rn whrch to shave” (Alvarez) Your ilfk. |s not really




being ‘shaved’ away, it is just an expression ofoersoni‘fication.; Te>;(tsv j'rnay. have vone'use
of personification or multiple examples o | \l i | ,l : |

Another document, “Spirit of Lrberty” | wntten by Judge Learned Hand |ncludes
hints of personification here and there as well Th|s context malnly talks about the
impact World War |l had on people. lts words were based upon lrberty, freedom and
the soldiers. Judge Hand just wanted people to apprecrate Amerrcal He _uses
personification when he states “L|berty lres |n the hearts of men and women.. (Hand)
This statement explains ‘Liberty’ Iaylng |n the hearts of men and women Lrberty cannot

physically lie in a heart, which is the reason why |t IS an example of personrfrcatron

There are other documents such as “Splrrt of Lrberty” that also use thrs Ilterary term v

Ronald Reagan used hints of persomfrcatr rn hlS speech “Add es[‘ o:Students

at Moscow State University”. Thrs document talks about the Technologlcal -lnformatlon

Revolution and how one, t|ny silicon ch|p helped to change the Irves ,o‘:'j'many people

This article stated that robots also |mproved the‘ sk"llsb_of technology.,‘ ‘Ro ald Reagan

describes this technologlcal breakthrough ‘by.saymg[‘_r

|ts a very. dlfferent_rev,olutron .

that is taking place right now, quietly sweepl ' he globe W|thout blood he ‘for'conflict”
(Reagan). In this sentence, the revolutlon |s shown sweepmg the globe’ ’Sweeprng is a

human action, therefore, the revolut|on is an example of personlfrcatlo

The US seminal documents “l Want to be Mlss Amerlca" “Spmt of leerty” ‘and




; O a3

the author is portraying. It's important for an author 'tofi include literary terms, such as

1 . .

personification, because readers want to enjgy and :u,nde;arstandl whéat'tl:‘le:y @[e;reéding.
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