Product

English 9

United States Seminal Documents 
Research Paper Assignment

Use the following website to guide your research:

http://howeenglish9.weebly.com/non-fiction.html

The following standards will be assessed.

Reading

R1 - Comprehend a grade-level text (recall, summarize).
R7 – Explain how central idea, audience, purpose, and format play a role in an informational text.
R9 - Analyze U.S. documents and connect to broad themes.
Writing

W2 – Understand and effectively produce an informative essay.
W5- Use the writing process effectively.  
W7 - Use analysis and inference to cite strong evidence from a text.

W8 - Follow MLA (Modern Language Association) guidelines for formatting and citing.

Speaking and Listening

SL1 - Present information accurately for an appropriate purpose, audience, and format using media to enhance presentation.
Language
L1 – Demonstrate an appropriate command of grammar/mechanics.

Vocabulary

V2 – Interpret figures of speech in word meanings in context.
V3 – Spell, define, and use context words correctly.
Directions
Using the documents that we have analyzed in class, you will write an informative essay which addresses the following prompt:
Explain the persuasiveness of the figurative language used in at least THREE United States seminal documents that have withstood the test of time.  

This essay must include the following elements:

· At least FIVE paragraphs

· Introduction- Catchy opening, introduction of chosen texts, and thesis
· Body Paragraph #1 (first document)
· Body Paragraph #2 (second document)
· Body Paragraph #3 (third document)
· Conclusion

· Three notes pages (one for each source utilized)

· MLA documentation and formatting (at least THREE in-text citations)

· At least 1 ½ pages

· 12-point font

· Times New Roman font

· 1” margins all around

· A works cited page (MLA style)

	     R1- Comprehend a grade level text.

	    4.0
	Students will read a grade level text and apply concepts, analyze and/or connect to self, text or world.  

	
	

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.

	    3.0
	Student will read a grade level text and draw conclusions based on information read.



	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content.

	    2.0
	Student will read a grade level text and summarize the information adequately.  



	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 1.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content.

	    1.0
	Student will read a grade level text and recall some information.



	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	     0.0
	Even with help, student cannot comprehend a grade level text.  


	     R7 – Explain how central idea, audience, purpose, and format play a role in an informational text.

	4.0
	Student analyzes how central idea, audience, purpose and format play a role in an informational text, based on multiple in-text citations and applies this knowledge to information not found in the text.

	
	

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.

	3.0
	Student explains thoroughly how central idea, audience, purpose, and format play a role in an informational text.

	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content.

	2.0
	Student is able to identify central idea, audience, purpose, and format play a role in an informational text.      

	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 1.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content.

	1.0
	Student is able to identify some aspects of central idea, audience, purpose, and format play a role in an informational text.      

	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	0.0
	Even with help, student cannot identify central idea, audience, purpose, and format play a role in an informational text.      


	     R9 – Analyze U.S. documents and connect to broad themes.

	4.0
	Student analyzes U.S. documents and is able to connect to a broad theme based on their prior knowledge base.  

	
	

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.

	3.0
	Student constructs meaning from a U.S. document by connecting to a broad theme that is identified in advance.

	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content.

	2.0
	Student summarizes and interprets meaning of U.S. documents.

	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 1.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content.

	1.0
	Student can identify the 5W’s (who, what, when, where, why) of a U.S. document.

	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	0.0
	Even with help, student analyze U.S. documents and connect to broad themes.


	     W2 – Understand and effectively produce an informative essay.

	4.0
	Student will understand and effectively produce an informative essay. Student includes the following in addition to 3.0:

· Original Introduction

· Original Conclusion

· Utilizes transitions effectively

	
	

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.

	3.0
	Student will understand and effectively produce an informative essay. Student includes the following:

· Thesis statement

· Supporting statements

· Introduction

· Body paragraphs

· Conclusion

	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content.

	2.0
	 Student includes the 3.0 pieces, however some may be insufficient:

	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 1.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content (may not address opposing viewpoint)

	1.0
	Student includes most the 3.0 pieces, however most are insufficient:

	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	0.0
	Even with help, student cannot effectively produce an informative essay.


	     W5- Use the writing process effectively.  

	4.0
	Student will analyze how this process affects his/her writing.

	
	

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.

	3.0
	Student will use the writing process through:

· Planning/brainstorming

· Outlining 

· Revising/editing (self and peer)

·  Rewriting

	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content.

	2.0
	Student will use at least 3 of 4 parts of the writing process.

	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 1.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content.

	1.0
	Student will use at least 2 of 4 parts of the writing process.

	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	0.0
	Even with help, student cannot use the writing process effectively.      


	     W7 - Use analysis and inference to cite strong evidence from a text. 

	4.0
	Student accomplishes level 3.0 and gives an in-depth analysis of the interpretation of the quote.

	
	

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.

	3.0
	Student cites strong evidence form a text through:

· Introduction of quote by explaining where the quote is from in the text.

· Integration of quote using own words with that of the author.

· Interpretation of quote that analyzes the importance of the quote to the overall paper.

	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content.

	2.0
	Student is able introduce, include and attempt to interpret importance of quote.

	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 1.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content.

	1.0
	Student includes the quote, but does not introduce or interpret the quote.

	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	0.0
	Even with help, student cannot use analysis and inference to cite strong evident from a text.


	     W8 - Follow MLA (Modern Language Association) guidelines for formatting and citing.

	4.0
	The student has no errors in MLA formatting or citing.

	
	

	
	3.5
	The student has one or two small error(s) in formatting, but no errors in citing.

	3.0
	The student 

· Understands MLA formatting (no visible errors) 

· Uses proper in-text citations and formatting for the Works Cited page.

	
	2.5
	The student has either MLA formatting OR proper in-text citations and Woks Cited page with only a few small errors in one of the areas.

	2.0
	The student

· Understands that MLA formatting is required, but has several major errors (missing header, page numbers).

· Attempts to use proper in-text citations and formatting, but has several (spacing, hanging indent, alphabetical order).

	
	1.5
	The student has either MLA formatting OR proper in-text citations and Woks Cited page but is missing the other.

	1.0
	The student

· Can verbalize the requirements for MLA formatting, but have not applied them to written work.

· Has identified sources, but has not included in-text citations or a proper Works Cited page.

	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	0.0
	Even with help, student cannot follow MLA guidelines for formatting and citing.      


	     SL1 – Present information accurately for an appropriate purpose, audience and format using media to enhance presentation.

	4.0
	Student accurately applies concepts to present information for an appropriate purpose, audience and format and uses media to create and enhance presentation.

	
	

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.

	3.0
	Student thoroughly investigates a topic to present information accurately for an appropriate purpose, audience and format and uses media to enhance the presentation.

	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content.

	2.0
	Student summarizes information accurately for an appropriate purpose, audience, and format and uses minimal media within presentation.

	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 1.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content.

	1.0
	Student recites information accurately for an appropriate purpose, audience and format but does not use media.

	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	0.0
	Even with help, student is unable to present information accurately for an appropriate purpose, audience, and format using media to enhance the presentation.


	     L1 – Demonstrate an appropriate command of grammar/mechanics.

	4.0
	No errors in grammar or mechanics.

	
	

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.

	3.0
	No errors that inhibit meaning in grammar or mechanics.

	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content.

	2.0
	Errors in grammar or mechanics that distract from understanding.  

	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 1.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content.

	1.0
	Errors in grammar or mechanics that prevent understanding.

	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	0.0
	Even with help, student cannot demonstrate appropriate command of grammar/mechanics.   

	     V2 – Interpret figures of speech in word meanings in context.

	4.0
	In addition to 3.0 figures of speech, student can also interpret the following figures of speech in word meanings in text.

· Onomatopoeia

· Hyperbole

· Euphemism

· Oxymoron

· Paradox  

	
	

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.

	3.0
	Student can interpret figures of speech in word meanings in text.

· Alliteration

· Metaphor

· Imagery

· Personification

· Anaphora

· Allusion

· Simile

	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content.

	2.0
	Student can interpret four of seven figures of speech in word meanings in text from 3.0 content, but not all.



	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 1.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content.

	1.0
	Student can interpret one or two figures of speech in word meanings in text from 3.0 content.



	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	0.0
	Even with help, student cannot interpret figures of speech and nuances.   


	     V3 – Spell, define, and use context words correctly.

	4.0
	No errors in spelling or usage of context words.  

	
	

	
	3.5
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial success.

	3.0
	No errors that inhibit meaning in spelling and usage.

	
	2.5
	No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 content.

	2.0
	Surface errors in spelling or usage that are a distraction.

	
	1.5
	Partial knowledge of the 1.0 content, but major errors or omissions regarding the 2.0 content.

	1.0
	Surface errors in spelling or usage that prevent understanding.

	
	0.5
	With help, a partial understanding of the 0 content, but not the 1.0 content.

	0.0
	Even with help, student cannot spell, define and use context words correctly.   


