English 9 Course Syllabus

Spring 2013

Welcome to English 9!  We are excited about the opportunity to get to know you, and we are looking forward to a happy and productive semester.  Over the course of the semester, we will talk about what it means to be a reader and a writer, and how who you are affects your reading and writing.  We will examine different genres of literature and how these genres reflect culture.  The experimenting and exploring that we do in this class will help you in your future and in your everyday lives as you move through high school and beyond.  Throughout this semester, you will also have the chance to learn about yourself.  In the end, our wish is that you grow as a student and as a person.  We care about you – as our student, and the person you are!


Course Overview

English 9 is an 18-week course that focuses on the following major areas of study: recognizing different genres, affective reading of different genres, writing solid creative and argumentative/informative pieces, and being able to communicate ideas through writing. 

Learning Standards

The following standards will be used to track the progress of student learning.  In order to pass English 9, students will need to show that they have demonstrated learning of each of the following learning standards.  

Each unit, students will be aware of the standards being covered and given the tools to track their progress on reaching each goal targeted for the unit.  This will empower students to take charge of their own learning experience.  With the focus solely on what students have learned, it is important to note that only original work will be tolerated in this class.  Plagiarism is not acceptable.

Reading Standards

R1 - Comprehend a grade-level text (recall, summarize).

R2 – Understand and apply the key elements of the plot diagram. 

R3 - Understand and apply the literary elements.

R4 - Analyze how point of view is reflected in a text.

R5 – Determine features of character development. 

R6– Indentify theme in literature.

R7 – Explain how central idea, audience, purpose, and format play a role in an informational text.

R8 – Determine how culture and historical significance are reflected in a text.

R9 - Analyze U.S. documents and connect to broad themes.

Writing Standards

W1 - Understand and effectively produce an argumentative essay.

W2 - Understand and effectively produce an informative essay.

W3 - Understand and effectively produce a narrative.

W4 - Develop and organize ideas with style considering audience, purpose, and format.

W5- Use the writing process effectively.  

W6 - Use technology to investigate varied media in reading and to produce, publish, and update writing, taking advantage of technology’s capacity.

W7 - Use analysis and inference to cite strong evidence from a text. 

W8 - Follow MLA (Modern Language Association) guidelines for formatting and citing.

Speaking and Listening Standards

SL1 - Present information accurately for an appropriate purpose, audience, and format using media to enhance presentation.

SL2 - Participate in a variety of discussions (partner, whole class, small group) in appropriate manner (be prepared, follow rules, propel discussion, respond thoughtfully).

Language Standards

L1 – Demonstrate an appropriate command of grammar/mechanics.

Vocabulary Standards

V1 - Determine meaning of words and phrases when reading, by using vocabulary strategies.

V2 - Interpret figures of speech in word meanings in context and analyze their role in the text.
V3 – Spell, define, and use context words correctly.
NOTE: Failure to demonstrate proficiency on any of these standards in the form of a product assignment will result in failure of English 9

Units of Study

Short stories

To Kill a Mockingbird (novel)

Romeo and Juliet (drama)

Non-fiction

Course Expectations

Be prepared. Come to class with all materials every day. 

Be kind. Hateful speech, put-downs, derogatory comments, etc., will not be tolerated.

Be respectful. Respect yourself, everyone in our class, and personal/school property. Respect yourself by producing the highest quality work of which you are capable; the work should exhibit your true learning and knowledge.

Communicate. Let me know (in advance!) when you need help or have questions.

Participate.  Our different talents and personalities allow us to contribute to our class in many different ways.  Make your contribution count.

Follow the handbook. All school policies regarding absences, tardies, and student code of conduct will be enforced. NO HATS!!!
Grading

At CHS, the English department has a common grading scale.  In all English courses, students’ grades will be determined by their performance on assignments that lead up to a demonstration of learning, assignments that demonstrate learning, and on their level of responsibility when it comes to completing required classroom tasks. By dividing the grade into these three categories, the department ensures that students are graded on their demonstration of knowledge, and that all parties involved, including students, parents, and teachers, can clearly see what students know as well as how well they are upholding their classroom responsibilities.

The following is a sample scale used for grading academic material.
Generic Scale

	4     In addition to exhibiting level 3 performance, in-depth inferences and applications are made in terms of content.

	3     No major errors or omissions regarding any of the information and/or processes (SIMPLE or COMPLEX) that were explicitly taught in class.

	2     No major errors or omissions regarding the SIMPLER details and processes BUT major errors or omissions regarding the more complex ideas and  processes

	1     With HELP, a partial knowledge of some of the simpler and complex details and processes

	0     Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated


Retakes, Absences and Make-up Work

Retake procedure: You are allowed to retake any “product” assignment under the following stipulations:

· All of the Process assignments within the unit must be completed BEFORE you can retake the Product assignment.

· You may retake the assessment within two weeks of receiving your original grade; if being in the classroom is required (test or quiz,) you MUST set up a time to do so with Mrs. Howe in advance.

The grade on the retake replaces the original grade.

Obtaining/understanding make-up work should in NO WAY disrupt class time.  Please double check with your fellow classmates and the absence folders before talking with me to double check that you have everything you missed.

If you are aware of a quiz, test or due date prior to an absence, you are expected to take the test or turn in the assignment on the scheduled date or on the first day you return to class, whichever comes first.

Material missed during an absence must be made up promptly and is the responsibility of the student!  

You are allowed one day for each day absent to complete missed assignments, unless other arrangements are made beforehand. 

Late Work

Every assignment you receive in this class has a specific purpose toward meeting our learning objectives. We do not expect you to miss due dates.  In order to be “on time,” assignments must be ready to hand in (NOT ready to print, in your locker, or in their final stages—writing, typing, perfecting, gluing, altering, etc. count as “final stages”) when they are asked for. Any assignments NOT IN FINAL FORM when we collect them will be considered late. 

If you have to print ANY assignment in class on its due date, the consequence is a loss of points in the “professionalism” category for the unit.

Unexcused absences on due dates render assignments “late.”  

If you are seen in school on the due date and do not turn in the project, your project IS LATE!!! 

You are NOT allowed to print your assignments on the teacher station—EVER! The Media Center has computers capable of printing. I provide ample time for students who care about their work to produce a quality final project.

There will be deadlines for each unit’s missing assignments.  For example, on the day of the To Kill a Mockingbird test, you will have a missing/late work deadline.  Any TKAM assignments missing after that deadline will remain zeros.

iPad Policy

iPads offer a tremendous opportunity for students to learn material in new ways and for the school to offer instruction using 21st century skills and methods.  They are an instructional tool that should be used to their maximum benefit.  Please keep in mind that students should be using this to benefit their academic performance, not for entertainment purposes.  For that reason, the following guidelines are in place for using iPads within my classroom:

iPads are to be used ONLY when instructed or by special permission.  This means that unless we are using iPads as a class they should be in your bags or flipped upside down on your desk.  If you use your iPad inappropriately, I will keep it in my possession until the end of the class period.

There are several apps we will be using as a class and several that I recommend for your own use.  We will download the required apps as a class.
Required

Quizlet or A+ Flashcards Pro
 Dictionary.com
Socrative (student version)

CloudOn

Recommended

Haiku Deck
My Homework

Words With Friends 

QR Reader for iPad

Assignment/Absent Boxes

In our room, there is an assignment box for each class where all of the extra handouts are placed after being passed out to the class.  Please do your best to see what you missed by asking your fellow classmates and checking the student table.  This is where you will find the weekly agendas, which I will place in the binder in the front of the box.

Student Folders

Each student will be given a “student folder.” This folder will remain in class, in the filing cabinet near the student table.  Each student is responsible for his/her own folder, as it will greatly help him/her in preparing for the class, each assignment, and the product assignments.  This is also where work will be returned to you after it is graded.  Please be sure to check this folder and take its contents on a regular basis.

Supplies
-USB flash drive – many class assignments will require the use of technology, including the computer labs in the school.  It is important that you are able to save your work at home and during in-class lab time over the course of the semester.  If you have difficulty acquiring a flash drive, please let one of us know as soon as possible.

-iPad – this will be used daily!  Please be sure that it is charged and ready to go!

Suggested supplies:

-Bring writing utensils to class everyday.  We have a very limited supply to lend out, so you can not count on us having extras.  I suggest having backup pencils and pens just in case.

Extra Help

Extra help may be scheduled after school; I am not available before school (unless by appointment) or during lunch.  You can also use Homework Café to get help from tutors during lunch!  Please ask questions if you are not certain about an assignment or anything discussed during class.  We are more than willing to help you, but we can’t do so unless you ask!

Extra bits of information

Drinks and food are welcome in the room.  However, if this becomes a distraction or creates a mess, I reserve the right to change this.  
You are expected to use the facilities before class, but I also understand that this is not always possible.  I will allow bathroom breaks if I am asked at the appropriate time, and if they are not abused.  

Our class starts on time.  I mark a student tardy if he/she enters the room past the beginning of class (i.e. the bell).  You will be marked tardy if you are not in my classroom when the bell rings!  

Plagiarism is absolutely not acceptable in this classroom or any other at CHS.  The consequences for cheating or plagiarism are outlined in the school handbook.  I only give credit for a student’s original work.

Cell phones are NOT to be used in the classroom.  If I see them being used in any way, they will be taken to the office, and you can retrieve them after school.  This is your warning!!

Movies and Ratings

Parents and guardians should be aware that some units may include viewing sections of PG-13 films, including Romeo and Juliet.  If you have any questions about these films or any objections to your child viewing a movie with these ratings, please let Mrs. Howe know in advance and we will be happy to provide an alternative for your student.

Accommodations

We will provide all students with accommodations according to their individual learning styles, progress, etc.  However it is the responsibility of the student to let us know ahead of time when he or she could benefit from other, specific accommodations.
Mrs. Howe						Ms. Moffitt


School: (517) 541-5600 ext. 5645			(517) 541-5600 ext. 5697


Room #504						Room #337


Email: howel@charlottenet.org				moffitp@charlottenet.org





Our class is on Weebly! 


Howeenglish9.weebly.com











