hapter 3: The Keys

I send Lizzy a note telling her that Mom doesn’t have the
keys and that, miraculously, 'm not being punished. Hours
later, as the grandfather clock strikes eleven, I finally get a
response. ' '

I hove o plox. Cone orr at © an. Brag the letter
and the box. Sorry i took so Zo% to gef back
to you, what with the whole fri /Uz%/ﬂf Is Famfﬁ
Move: Night thag. Feld of Dreans agai. AGAIN!!
Don't be late!

Lzzaﬁ

Lizzy’s plans always make me nervous, but in this case I
have nothing to lose. Between dinnertime and now, I ex-
hausted my own methods for opening the box. To see if
extreme temperatures might loosen the locks, I put the
box in the freezer for an hour. No change. Then I put it in
the microwave. But before I hit start, I took it out, because
what if the meaning of life is actually some tiny alien baby
that my father rescued from certain persecution? I didn’t
want to microwave the little guy to death.

My final attempt was to wedge a butter knife under
the lid, but instead of sliding inside the box, it only hit an-
other layer of wood and wouldn’t budge.

I do not like surprises. I won’t watch scary movies.
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